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SUB J : NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION MAKES BRIEF VISIT TO KABUL 

1 . SUMMARY. A NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION RECENTLY CONCLUDED A TWO-DAY 
VISIT TO AFGHANISTAN, THE PURPOSE OF WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN 
DISCLOSED. CLOSER AFGHAN TIES WITH NORTH KOREA WOULD TRACK WITH THIS 
REGIME S OVERALL POLICY OF FIRMING UP ITS RELATIONS WITH SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD. END SUMMARY 

2. A TWO-MAN NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION HEADED BY KIM HYONG RYUL, 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER, ARRIVED ON AUGUST 26, AND WAS MET BY THE 
AFGHAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER, SHAH MOHAMMAD DOST. ACCORDING TO 
PRESS ACCOUNTS, THE KOREANS MET WITH HAFIZULLAH AMIN, DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER AND AFGHAN FOREIGN MINISTER, AND DELIVERED TO HIM A 
"MESSAGE" FROM HIS COUNTERPART, HO TAM, NORTH KOREAN DEPUTY PRIME 
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MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER. THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS MESSAGE OR OF 
THE DISCUSSIONS WITH AMIN WERE NOT DISCLOSED BY THE AFGHAN MEDIA. 

THE DELEGATION MET WITH NO OTHER HIGH-RANKING AFGHAN OFFICIALS, 

AND DEPARTED ON AUGUST 27. 

3. OUR SOUTH KOREAN DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE HAS DOWN-PLAYED THE SIGNIFI- 
CANCE OF THE VISIT, AND HAS SPECULATED THAT THE NORTH KOREAN MESSAGE 
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FROM HO TAM MAY BE ONLY AN OFFICIAL INVITATION TO THE AFGHANS TO 
ATTEND THE CELEBRATION OF THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUDING 
OF NORTH KOREA, BEGINNING IN PYONGYANG ON SEPT 9. 

4. COMMENT: THE BREVITY OF THE VISIT, AND THE SINGLE MEETING WITH 
AMIN, COULD INDICATE THAT ITS PURPOSE WAS AS INNOCENT AS DESCRIBED 
BY OUR SOUTH KOREAN COLLEAGUE. NEVERTHELESS, THE NEW REVOLUTIONARY 
AFGHAN REGIME HAS STRENGTHENED ITS TIES WITH A NUMBER OF SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF EVEN CLOSER 
RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA WOULD BE A LOGICAL ELEMENT OF THIS POLICY. 

(NOTE: THE NORTH KOREANS ALREADY HAVE A SMALL RESIDENT EMBASSY HERE.) 
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